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when you touch your nose,
mouth and eyes.
• Very close contact

4 out of 5 people will have a mild illness
and recover without treatment. The elderly
and those with underlying health conditions
have increased risk of severe illness. Cases in
children are rare.

General advice
What is COVID-19?

How does it spread?

A respiratory illness similar to ﬂu (cough,
fever, fatigue & aching body/muscles). More
commonly than ﬂu, it can become severe
causing viral pneumonia (difﬁculty breathing).

You can pick up coronavirus from:

Prevent spread to keep you and your family safe:
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What is COVID-19?

How does it spread?

Wash your hands well

• Avoid close contact with those who are sick. Wearing a mask is unlikely

to protect
if you are well.
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have increased risk
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severe
illness.
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• Avoid touching face, eyes, nose or mouth.
children
are
rare.
• Cleanto
and disinfect
objects
and surfaces
(counters,
• Use these steps
washfrequently
yourtouched
hands
for
at least
20 seconds.
bedside table, doorknobs, bathroom surfaces, phones).
• Wash hands often,
especially
before handling
food/afterwater
using toiletand
or
• Roll up your sleeves,
rinse
hands
in clean
apply soap to palm of hand:
coughing/sneezing.

Rub palms
together.

Rub tips
of nails
against palm.

Place one hand
over back
of other, rub
between ﬁngers.
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between each
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Grip ﬁngers
and rub
together.
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Wash

Rub each
thumb with
opposite palm.

• Rinse your hands with clean water and dry on paper towel or allow to dry on their own.

• Use these steps to wash your hands for at least 20 seconds.
• Roll up your sleeves, rinse hands in clean water and apply soap to palm of hand:

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve/elbow (not your
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when
coughing/sneezing. Discard
usedHotline
tissues
immediately
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029 999
1
2
3
4
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wash your hands.
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to difﬁculty
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breathing, fatigue, body/muscle

For more information: www.westerncape.gov.za/coronavirus

COVID-19 is actively spreading from person-toperson in the community

aches.

Wash your hands well

• Currently very few people have
been conﬁrmed with COVID-19 in

OR
b) had close contact with a conﬁrmed or suspected
case of COVID-19

0800 029 999

• Use these steps to wash
your hands
for at Hotline
least 20 seconds.
General
Public
• Roll up your sleeves, rinse hands in clean water and apply soapIfto
of short
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are feeling
of breath or have difﬁculty breathing,
seek health care urgently.
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Call ahead to your doctor or alert health facility as soon as you arrive:
tell them about your symptoms and any recent travel/contacts.
Expect to put on a mask before you enter the facility.

What if I develop
symptoms?
For more information:
www.westerncape.gov.za/coronavirus
What should I do if I think I have COVID-19?
• Do not panic.

What are the symptoms
of COVID-19?
• The more common symptoms of
COVID-19 are the same as ﬂu and
include: fever, cough, difﬁculty
breathing, fatigue, body/muscle
aches.

When should I be concerned
that I may have COVID-19?

• First, phone General Public Helpline 0800 029 999 and follow their advice.

Only suspect COVID-19 if you have a fever with a
cough or shortness of breath AND have in the last
14 days:

• Rest, ensure you drink plenty of ﬂuids and use medications (like paracetamol) as needed to
reduce fever and/or pain.
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Rub
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Rub
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• Currently very few people have
between each
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COVID-19
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together.
against
palm.
b) had close contact with a conﬁrmed
or suspected
other.
case of COVID-19

• Stay home, except to get medical care as directed by the helpline. Do not go to work,
school, or public areas. Avoid using public transport or taxis.

Place •one
hand
Avoid close
contact with those who are sick. When in contact with others, wear a mask if
Rub each
available.
Grip ﬁngers
over
back
• Avoid sharing dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels,
or bedding
– after using
thumb
with
these, wash
and rub
of other,
rubthem well.
opposite
palm.
• Use strict prevention measures listed on the other side of this
leaﬂet.
together.
between
ﬁngers.
• Only discontinue home isolation in consultation with helpline/ healthcare provider (usually
14 days).

•

If you are feeling short of breath or have difﬁculty breathing,
Rinse your hands
with
water and dry
seek health
careclean
urgently.

Theallow
most important
can do
is to prevent spread to keep you,
on paper towel or
to drything
on you
their
own.
your family and your community safe.

Call ahead to your doctor or alert health facility as soon as you arrive:
tell them about your symptoms and any recent travel/contacts.
Expect to put on a mask before you enter the facility.

Public
What should I do if I think General
I have COVID-19?

Hotline

0800 029 999

For more information: www.westerncape.gov.za/coronavirus

• Do not panic.
• First, phone General Public Helpline 0800 029 999 and follow their advice.
• Stay home, except to get medical care as directed by the helpline. Do not go to work,

school,find
or public
areas.useful
Avoid using
public transport or
taxis.
Please
more
information
on
the COVID-19. Use the link below, it will take you to the government portal meant for COVID-19.
• Rest, ensure you drink plenty of ﬂuids and use medications (like paracetamol) as needed to
reduce
pain.
This
canfever
beand/or
accessed
on any devise and you do not need to have data to open it.
• Avoid close contact with those who are sick. When in contact with others, wear a mask if
available.

For more information: www.westerncape.gov.za/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.datafree.co/
• Avoid sharing dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels, or bedding – after using
these, wash them well.
• Use strict prevention measures listed on the other side of this leaﬂet.
• Only discontinue home isolation in consultation with helpline/ healthcare provider (usually
14 days).

The most important thing you can do is to prevent spread to keep you,
your family and your community safe.
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS FOR BREEDE-GOURITZ CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AGENCY
MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS,
WATER AND SANITATION CALLS FOR
NOMINATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS TO SERVE
ON THE BOARD OF THE BREEDE-GOURITZ
CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FOR THE TERM 2020 – 2024
The Minister of Human Settlements,
Water and Sanitation is the Executive
Authority and shareholder of the
Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management
Agency (BGCMA). She is responsible for
the appointment of Governing Board
members of Catchment Management
Agencies (CMAs). The BGCMA is a National
Government business entity, operating in
terms of the National Water Act No. 36 of
1998 and listed as a schedule 3a in the
Public Finance Management Act, Act No.
1 of 1999.
The purpose of a CMA is to manage water
resource within its Water Management
Area (WMA) and to involve local
communities in the decision-making
processes. The area of operation is the
Breede-Gouritz WMA in the Western
Cape Province.
According to section 81(3) of the National
Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), the Minister
has established an Advisory Committee
to recommend to her which organs of
state and bodies representing different
sectors and other interests within the
Water Management Area of the BGCMA,
should be represented or reflected on
the Governing Board.
The Advisory Committee recommended
that the following sectors should
be represented on the Governing
Board: Domestic/Local Government;
Government Departments, Agriculture
(Commercial
and
Subsistence);

Conservation
and
Environment;
Forestry;
Academia;
Industry;
Communities/NGOs/CBOs; Traditional
Councils; Recreation.
Sectors and Organisations as stated
above, within the Breede-Gouritz WMA,
are hereby called to submit at least three
(3) nominations of suitable persons to be
considered for appointment as members
of the Governing Board of the BGCMA.
Closing date for nominations is 30 April
2020.
Accordingly, the Governing Board
must comprise of interested, suitably
qualified and skilled members with
experience in one or more of the
following areas:
4	
Water Resource Management;
Engineering,
Audit
and
Public Finance; Legal and Risk
Management; Human Resources
Management; Governance and
Research in water or related sectors.
4	
Must have personal attributes
of objectivity, integrity, a good
reputation, commitment and be a
South African citizen; and
4	
Appropriate
knowledge
of,
understanding and experience
in exercising fiduciary duties in
accordance with the provisions of
the PFMA, and King Code of Good
Corporate Governance.
Grounds for Disqualification:
A nominee will not be considered to hold
office as a member of the Governing
Board if he/she is an insolvent and/
or non-rehabilitated person; has been
convicted of any offence involving
dishonesty, fraud; or has been sentenced
to imprisonment without the option of a
fine. Officials working for the Department
of Human Settlements, Water and

Sanitation and the BGCMA will also be
disqualified.
Stipends
The appointed Governing Board Members
will receive a stipend determined and
approved by the Minister of Human
Settlements, Water and Sanitation. The
stipend is paid in respect of expenses
incurred in and during attendance of
official duties.
Requirements:
Upon appointment, the Minister reserves
the right to conduct probity checks
(criminal and civil records; reference
checks; verification of qualifications and
experience; credit records and conduct
integrity tests). Every nomination of a
person for appointment to the Governing
Board must be signed by a proposer
and seconder, none of whom may be
the nominee, and must also contain the
nominee’s signed acceptance. No person
may nominate or second more than one
candidate.
Applications:
The sectors mentioned above must
submit CV’s of at least three nominees per
sector, certified copies of qualifications
and Identity Documents as well as
motivations to: bgcma@dws.gov.za and
cc masekos@dws.gov.za.
Nomination forms will be made available
at all the local libraries, BGCMA Offices
and on the BGCMA website: www.
bgcma.co.za.
For further information on the Governing
Board appointment process, kindly
contact Mr Sibusiso Maseko at 012
336-7323.
Closing Date: 30 April 2020
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Environmental Management
Inspectors (EMI’s) (Blue Scorpions)
By: Zama Mbunquka

E

MI’s are a network of environmental
management and enforcement
officials across all spheres of
government.
These officials are designated by
the Minister in terms of the National
Environmental ACT (Act 107 of 2998)
(NEMA). EMI’s can be easily identified by
their uniform. This uniform has a specific
logo or it can be an EMI badge.
EMI’s are required to monitor, investigate
and enforce compliance with the
NEMA and the specific Environmental
Management Acts (SEMAs) for which
they have been designated.
SEMAs are the following Acts:
4	National Water Act 1998 (Act No 36 of
1998)
4	National Environmental Management
Biodiversity Act (Act No 10 of 2004)
NEMBA
4	National Environmental Management
Protected Areas Act (Act No 57 of
2004) NEMPA
4	National Environmental Management
Waste Act (Act 59 of 2008) (NEMWA)
4	National Environmental Management:
Integrated Coastal Management Act
(Act No 24 of 2008)
4	World Heritage Conservation Act (Act
No 49 of 1999)
4	Environmental Conservation Act (Act
No 73 of 1998)
This article will focus on National Water
Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998) which is the
underpinning Act for water resources
management in South Africa.
Powers and duties of Authorised persons
(Section 125 of NWA):
1.	
An authorised person may, at any
reasonable time and without prior
notice, enter or cross a property

4

with the necessary persons, vehicles,
equipment and material.
2.	
An authorised person may enter a
property with the necessary persons,
vehicles, equipment and material
a.	
After giving a reasonable notice
to the owner or occupier of the
property, which notice must state
the purpose of the proposed entry:
and
b.	After obtaining the consent of the
owner or occupier of that property.
In order toI.	
Clean, repair, maintain, remove or
demolish any government water work
operated by any water management
institution
II.	
Undertake any work necessary for
cleaning, clearing, stabilizing and
repairing the water resource and
protecting the resource quality
III.	Establish the suitability of any water
resource or site for constructing a
water work
IV.	
Undertake any work necessary to
comply with any obligation imposed
on any person under this Act, where
that person has failed to fulfil that
obligation
V.	
Erect any structure and to install
and operate any equipment on a
temporary basis for monitoring and
gathering information on water
resources; or
VI.	
Bring heavy equipment on to a
property or occupy a property for any
length of time
3.	
An authorised person may, at any
reasonable time with and without
prior notice, on the authority of
a warrant, enter a property with
the necessary persons, vehicles,
equipment and material, and perform
any action necessary toa)	
Investigate whether this Act,
any condition attached to any

BGCMANEWS
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authorised water use by or under
this Act, or any notice or directive
is being contravened;
b)	
Investigate
whether
any
information supplied in connection
with the use of water is accurate; or
c)	
Carry out any of the activities
referred to in subsection (2) where
the consent of the owner or
occupier of that property has been
withheld
4	a)	A warrant referred to in subsection
(3) must be issued by a judge or a
magistrate who has jurisdiction
in the area where the property
in question is situated, and must
only be issued under this Act, or
any condition attached to any
unauthorised water use by or
under this Act, or any notice of
directive is being contravened
b)	There are reasonable grounds for
believing that any information
supplied in any information
supplied in connection with the
use of water is inaccurate; or
c)	
It is necessary to carry out an
activity mentioned in subsection
(2) and access to that property has
been denied
5	If a warrant is likely to be issued if
applied for but the delay involved on
obtaining a warrant is likely to defeat
the object of an inspection in terms of
subsection (3) (a) or (b),an authorised
person may enter a property without
a warrant
6	
An authorised person entering
property in terms of this section
must, at the request of any person
on that property, identify himself
or herself and present a certificate
of appointment contemplated in
section 124 (2)
7	
Notwithstanding any provisions of
this section an authorised person
may not, under any circumstances,

enter a dwelling without the consent
of the occupier of without a warranty
authorising the entry
4.	Powers and Responsibilities of EMIs
	The range of powers given to EMI’s to
fulfil their mandate include
I.	
Conduction routine inspections
(entering premises to ascertain
compliance, grasping evidence of
non-compliance

II.	Investigating
(questioning
witnesses, copying documents,
removing articles or substances,
taking photographs and video
recording, taking samples)
III.	
Enforcing powers (search and
seize establishing road blocks and
arrest) and
IV.	
Administrative powers (issuing
compliance notices and directives)

ACT AND
OFFENSES
SECTION
Section 151 of Use of water otherwise than as permitted under this act
Fail to provide access to any books, accounts, documents or assets when
NWA
required to do so under the Act;
Fail to comply with a directive issues under section 19,20,53 or 118
Unlawful and intentionally or negligently tamper or interfere with any water
work or any seal or measuring device attached to a water
Fail or refuse or give data or information, or give misleading data or
information when required to give information under the Act
Fail to register an existing lawful water use when required by a responsible
authority to do so;
Intentionally refuse to perform a duty, or obstruct any other person in the
exercise of any power of performance of any of that person’s duties in terms
of this Act;
Unlawfully and intentionally or negligently commit any act or omission
which pollutes or is likely to pollute a water resource;
Fail to register a dam with a safety risk;
Fail to comply with a temporary restriction on the use of water in terms of
item 6 of schedule 3;or;
Commit contempt of the water tribunal

7. Frequently asked questions
What are environmental crimes?
Examples
a)	Taking water from a water resource
without authorisation
b) Storing water without authorisation
c)	
Impeding or diverting the flow of
water in a water course without
authorisation
d)	Engaging in a stream flow reduction
activity contemplated in section 36
without authorisation
e)	Engaging in a stream flow reduction
activity contemplated in section 36
without authorisation
f )	
Engaged in a controlled activity

identified as such in section 37(1) or
declared under section 38(1) without
authorisation
g)	
Discharging
waste
or
water
containing waste in a manner which
may detrimentally impact on a water
resource
h)	
Disposing in any manner of water
which contains waste from or which
has been heated in, any industrial or
power generational process
i)	
Altering the bed, banks, course or
characteristics of a water course
j)	Removing, discharging or disposing
water
found
underground
if
it is necessary for the efficient
continuation of any activity for the
safety of people

5. Offenses relating to EMI’s
	A person is guilty of an offense if that
person:
i.	Hinders or interferes with an EMI’s
duties or;
ii. Pretends to be an EMI
iii.	
Give
false
or
misleading
information to an EMI and/or
iv.	Fails to comply with a request from
an EMI

PENALTY
Fine or imprisonment for a period not
exceeding five years, or to both a fine and
such imprisonment and, in the case of a
second or subsequent conviction , to a fine or
imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten
years or both a fine and such imprisonment

k) Using water for recreational purpose
Will my name be disclosed after
reporting environmental crime?
The identity of every person who reports
a crime is protected and will not be
disclosed to any other party unless
you give consent to have your name
disclosed to any other party
Where I can report environmental
crimes
Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management
Agency (BGCMA) 023-3468000 or email
info@bgcma.co.za
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BGCMA continues to celebrate
National Water Week
By: M. Mlabateki

T

he National Water Week was
celebrated from the 16-22 March
2020.
However, due to the
importance of this event in the water
sector, it is celebrated throughout the
month of March in various areas.
This serves as a powerful campaign
mechanism re-iterating the value of
water and the need for sustainable
management of this scarce resource.

6

The campaign seeks to continue building
on the ongoing awareness creation
within the broader South African
community. This awareness creation
is coupled with the responsibility that
every citizen must take in ensuring the
integrity of our water resources and its
efficient use.
This year, BGCMA visited a number of
schools within its’ area to share valuable
water saving tips with learners, teachers

BGCMANEWS
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and supporting staff. This was done
through interactive activities where
opportunity was also created for some of
them to share some tips on what they are
already doing either at home, school or
at work in order to save water. The Water
Month was celebrated under the theme
“Water and Climate Change” where its’
emphasis was to ensure that everyone
plays a role in addressing climate change
which poses serious threats to water
security and supply.

Water Scarcity

Fact
Fi

le

Water us an essential resource for life and good health. A lack of water to meet
daily needs is a reality today for one in three people around the world.

Globally, the problem is getting worse as cities
and population grow, and the needs for water
increase in agriculture, industry and households.
The fact file highlights the health consequence of
water scarcity, its impact on daily life and how it
could impede international development. It urges
everyone to be part of efforts to conserve and
protect the resource.

FACT 5
Water scarcity encourages people to store water in
their homes. This can increase the risk of household
water contamination and provide breeding grounds for
mosquitoes-which are carrier of dengue fever, malaria and
other disease
FACT 6
Water scarcity underscores the need for better water
management. Good water management also reduces
breeding sites for insects such as mosquitoes that can
transmit disease and prevents the spread of water-borne
infections such as schistosomiasis

FACT 1
Water scarcity occurs even in areas where there is plenty
of rainfall or freshwater. How water is conserved, used and
distributed in communities and the quality of water available
can determine if there is enough to meet the demands of
households, farms, industry and the environment

FACT 7
A lack of water has driven up the use of wastewater
for agricultural production in poor urban and rural
communities. More than 10% of people worldwide consume
food irrigated by wastewater that can contain chemicals or
disease-causing organisms.

FACT 2
Water scarcity affects one in three people on every continent
on the globe. The situation is getting worse as needs for
water rise along with population growth, urbanisation and
increases in household and industrial uses.

FACT 8

FACT 3

Millennium development goal number 7, target 10 aim to
halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable
access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. Water
scarcity could threaten progress to reach this progress

Almost one fifth of the world’s population (about 1.2 billion
people) live in areas where water is physically scarce.
One quarter of global population also love in developing
countries that face water shortages due to a lack of water
infrastructure.

FACT 9
Water is essential resource to sustain life. As governments
and community organisations make it a priority to deliver
adequate supplies of quality water to people, individuals
can help by learning how to conserve and protect the
resource in their daily lives.

FACT 4
Poor water quality can increase the risk of diarrhoeal
diseases such as cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery and other
water-borne infections. Water scarcity can lead to diseases
such as r=trachoma (an eye infection that can lead to
blindness), plague and typhus
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APPROVED RAW WATER USE CHARGES FOR
2020/21 FINANCIAL YEAR
For more information please contact:
Mr. Sikhumbuzo Shabangu
Revenue Manager
Tel: (023) 346 8000 / +27 83 518 0892
Email: sshabangu@bgcma.co.za

or

Ms Zanele Mngoma
Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
Tel:(023) 346 8000/ +27 78 457 5343
Email: zmngoma@bgcma.co.za

RAW WATER TARIFF CHARGES APPROVED
Tariffs
2019/20 Tariff

Domestic and Industrial

Agriculture

Forestry

4.67

2.31

1.08

Proposed Increase

0.81

0.11

0.05

2020/21 Proposed Tariff

5.48

2.42

1.13

% Contribution to Income

16.28%

83.23%

0.49%

5.48

5.48

5.48

165 865 961

1 333 520 674

15 864 292

Cost Covering Tariff
Volumes Cubic Metre
Total Volumes Cubic Metre

BGCMA
wishes
you all
many
more
years to
come….
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1 515 516 751

19 01 06

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

Masibulele Makala

Makhosi Mthimkhulu

Andile Batayi

11 25 18

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Nontlahla Luyenge

Thembelani Dassie

Zama Mbunquka

18 24 28
MARCH

MARCH

MARCH

Phumeza Mzazela

Bonita Mdoda

Constance Makubalo

BGCMANEWS
4 TH Q U A R T E R J A N U A R Y - M A R C H 2 0 2 0

